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Artists  and history 
buffs want the public’s 
help in commemorating 
people’s fond memo-
ries of COPACC’s Civic 
Hall.

The hall will celebrate 
its 60th anniversary in 
March, and organisers 
want people’s memorabilia 
and stories to collate into an 
exhibition.

This could include wed-
dings, concerts, Battle of 
the Bands, school balls, 
plays and more.

COPACC is joining forc-
es with the Colac Makers’ 
Space and the Colac His-
tory Centre on a special 
Diamond Jubilee art pro-
ject entitled Take Your 
Partners.

The three project part-
ners invite the community 
to get involved and to share 
their stories, photographs, 
programmes, invitations, 
outfits and memorabilia 
from the Civic Hall’s glory 
years.

Colac Makers’ Space, 

Colac History Centre and 
Family History Centre 
volunteers will curate 
the memorabilia and as-
semble it into a Take 
your Partners exhibition 
t o  g o  o n  d i s p l a y  i n 
t h e  C O P A C C  f o y e r 
in March, to commemo-
rate the hall’s fanfare 
opening  on  March 5 , 
1960. 

COPACC acting man-
ager Julie Kiernan said 
this  was an opportu-
nity for people to take a 

journey down memory 
lane.

“We’re keen to share in 
some of the great times 
they’ve had in the Civic 
Hall – if anyone has a sto-
ry, image or photo they 
are willing to share we’d 
love to hear from them,” 
she said.

“We’d also be grateful to 
any volunteers who might 
be able to help collect the 
stories of our older gen-
eration, who may need help 
with technology.”

Memorabilia and stories 
can be shared and submit-
ted before February 20 by 
emailing written histories, 
scanned copies of docu-
ments and copies of photos 
to colactakeyourpartners@
gmail.com

People can post copies 
of documents and copies 
of photos to PO Box 283, 
Colac, VIC, 3250, marked 
Attention: Take Your Part-
ners.

Or they can take doc-
uments and photos dur-

ing business hours to the 
COPACC office, where 
COPACC staff will scan 
them.

For more information 
on the Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations go to www.
copacc.com.au/Exhibi-
t ions/Take-Your-Part-
ners or please contact 
COPACC.

The Take Your Partners 
art project is funded by 
Creative Victoria’s Full 
House Audience Develop-
ment Program.

Call to share memories of hall

BY GRETA LANNEN

“It’s taken a long time, but 
our little town has grown 
into quite a very strong 
community, it’s taken a lot 
of hard work.”

A fire-ravaged community 
has united in song to prove the 
power of recovery and a fighting 
spirit in a tribute to people af-
fected by recent fires in eastern 
Victoria and New South Wales.

Wye River community mem-
bers gathered at the town’s 
local cafe on Australia Day and 
united in a singalong of Stand 
By Me, led by Australian musi-
cian and Wye River resident 
Mike Brady, The Voice talent 

Imogen Brough and CFA and 
Wye River Surf Lifesaving Club 
volunteers.

The community performance 
was the coastal town’s way 
of showing its support to fel-
low Australians affected by 
recent bushfires, showing that 
rebuilding and recovery is pos-
sible, after bushfires ravaged 
Wye River in 2015, destroying 
109 houses. 

Wye River resident Rex 
Brown said the singalong 
showed a united community 
who had come through stronger 
after disaster.

“For a lot of people, it was 
very devastating, the same 
way that the towns in eastern 

Victoria have been absolutely 
devastated,” he said.

“(Recovery) does happen and 
there is hope for other communi-
ties,” Mr Brown said.

He described the perfor-
mance as “people in a crisis com-
ing together” and that it showed 
hope for people affected by fires.

“I feel very privileged to be 
part of a community where 
everyone not only knows eve-
ryone, but everyone supports 
everyone,” Mr Brown said.

“Sometimes out of adver-
sity you can end up with a very 
strong outcome.”

People can watch the video 
at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KdSMJGFaGxQ

The Great Ocean Road 
will star as the location for 
a travel-based television 
show that raises money for 
a cancer charity.

Charity TV Global’s series 
Adventure All Stars saw par-
ticipants travel throughout 
the region this week to experi-
ence a variety of activities and 
adventures the Great Ocean 
Road has to offer for a 40-min-
ute episode.

Filming took place at the 
Otway Ranges, Apollo Bay, 
Aireys Inlet, Torquay and 
Queenscliff.

Charity TV Global’s cast-
ing process required the par-
ticipants to raise money for 
nominated causes before film-
ing started, with Myeloma 
Australia the recipient of the 

Great Ocean Road episode.
Myeloma is a cancer that 

develops from plasma cells in 
the bone marrow that have 
a cancerous or malignant 
change.

Myeloma Australia aims 
to facilitate research, sup-
port and educate people in-
volved in the care and treat-
ment of myeloma, and raise 
community awareness and 
understanding.

The Charity TV Global par-
ticipants travel across Aus-
tralia for eight episodes, with 
the net proceeds of the project 
distributed to the nominated 
philanthropic causes.

The Adventure All Stars 
series will broadcast on 7TWO 
later this year, with the previ-
ous season available on 7plus.

TOGETHER: The Voice star Imogen Brough also sang along. STAR POWER: Australian musician and Wye River resident Mike Brady led the singalong on Australia Day.

UNITED: Wye River community members united for a singalong of Stand 
By Me at the local cafe, in a message to recently fi re-affected communities 
after the town’s own recovery after 2015 bushfi res.

GREAT LOCATION: Adventure All Stars 
cast and crew at Memorial Arch at Eastern 
View before travelling on a trike along the 
Great Ocean Road to Apollo Bay.

Ocean Road stars 
in adventure show

Soulful singing pays tribute to fi re-hit towns
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